


Plenty of Fresh Air for Healthy Calves
Many dairy operations are confronted with prob-
lems of micro-climate in the barn and what may 
be called òstable-tirednessó in their calves. This 
is caused by an increased bacteria load, mainly 
when calves are born year-round. Therefore, 
many calf rearers around the world have relied 
on individual hutches. However, many farmers 
take their distance with respect to these hutches 
because of the high cost, the considerable work 
load for spreading, cleaning, and moving them 
individually, and because they consider bucket 
feeding the calves physiologically unsound and 
too work-intensive.
For Holm & Laue, this was reason enough to 
develop a husbandry design that allows keeping 
calf lots in igloos. This has resulted in the H&L 
Igloo System.

Animal-friendly Lot Husbandry
The basis of this husbandry design is the H&L 
Igloo, which has been used very successfully for 
years. It stands the test of both the heavy wind and 
frost in Scandinavia and the heat in other regions 
such as Turkey.

Few Bacteria and Much Exercise
Besides the spatious igloo and the individual 
hutches for calves that are fed colostrum, the H&L 
Igloo System comprises a fully roofed feed and 
exercise area. Thanks to this roof, it is possible, 
on the one hand, to feed calves dry bulk feed and 
concentrate and, on the other, to protect the bed-
ding in the exercise area in front of the H&L Igloo 
from getting wet. 

Calves Are Free to Choose
Where They Want to Be 
In addition to the approx. 15 mİ of space in the 
H&L Igloo, the animals have a further 25 mİ of 
roofed space for resting. Thus, the calves can 
choose themselves where they want to be: inside 
the H&L Igloo in bad weather or on the bedding 
spread in the exercise area when the weather is 
þ ne.

Weather-independent Operation
While feeding or looking after the calves in the 
igloos or the individual hutches, the farmer is pro-
tected from bad weather.

Continuous Solid Surface for
Excellent Hoof Condition
By inserting a continuous solid surface between 
the exercise area and the feeding troughs, excel-
lent hoof condition is achieved because it causes 
sufþ cient horn wear. In addition, this surface can 
be used as a pen where calves are locked up 
during cleaning. As the inner height of the exer-
cise area is 3.20 m, it can be easily cleaned with a 
tractor. A feed storage room can be installed under 
the existing roof.
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Modular Setup for Flexible Extension
The H&L Igloo SystemӚs three modules, Basic 
Module, Extension Module, and Straw Storage 
Module, can be combined in any conþ guration. 
The system can be extended at any time. The 
modular setup allows taking into consideration to 
the fullest extent the farmersӚ speciþ c demands, 
various capacities, and the situation on site. All 
modules are installed under a roof. This roof is 
composed of a trapeze-mould metal sheet with 
one-sided plastic coating supported by wooden 
posts set up according to a 5 x 5 m grid.

The þ rst module of such a set-up is always the 
Basic Module. It has large overhangs on both 
sides and both ends, thus ensuring maximum 
protection from wetness for the H&L Igloo System. 
The dimensions of the Extension Module corre-
spond to those of the Basic Module and it is used 
to increase the capacity of the H&L Igloo System. 
Integrating a Straw Storage Module is recom-
mended to ensure that bedding material can be 
stored dry and that it is easily at hand when addi-
tional spreading is required. This Module is also 
the place where the H&L 100 Calf Feeder can be 
installed.

The core element of the System is the H&L Igloo. Its domed design is the cause for its various advantages. Fresh air is supplied through the 
entrance opening. The thermal behaviour of the air causes the warmer exhaust air to rise to the top of the Igloo where it leaves through the 
four ventilation shafts. Therefore, no undesirable draught can form in the calvesӚ resting area. In addition to this, winds hitting the Igloo from 
outside create a suction effect at the top that results in improved ventilation.

 Characteristics of the H&L Igloo
Å Domed calf igloo, diametre 4.4 m,
 overall height 2.2 m
Å Usable space: approx. 15 mİ, i.e., space for
 approx. 15 calves
Å Easy road transport, as it can be
 disassembled into three identical segments
Å Quickly installed thanks to closely þ tting,
 pre-drilled components
Å High stability with þ breglass-reinforced,
 manually laminated plastic 
Å Easily moved hanging from a front loader
 by its central suspension
Å Optimum interior climate thanks to
 sunlight-reÿ ecting specialised coating 
Å Good micro-climate in all weather conditionsAir Circulation Inside the H&L Igloo

installed.

Basic and Straw Storage
Modules with one Extension
Module (B/S/X Type)

Basic and Straw Storage
Modules with two Extension
Modules (B/S/X/X Type)
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